
According to Laura Wattenberg, author of “The Baby Name 
Wizard”, we are in the middle of a naming revolution.  Never 
before has there been such a variety of names given to newborns. 
In the 1950s, half of all male babies born were given one of 25 
common boy's names, while half of all female babies born were 
given one of 50 common girl’s names. That is by no means the 
case today, however. According to Wattenberg, “If you have 10 
guesses to get somebody's name today, there's almost no chance 
you'll get it, but 100 years ago, if you guessed the top 10 names 
you'd have a really good chance of guessing correctly.

What’s the reason for this change?  Sociologists suggest that 
parents are striving to give their child a name that will be unique and 
distinctive, traits that are becoming increasingly prized in the world 
today. What was the author’s purpose in 

writing this passage?

Why won’t someone help me?!  I’m screaming, trying to tell 
anyone that will listen that I’m awake and I want to get out of this 
crib NOW!

Okay. I’m going to stop wailing for a minute and see if I hear 
anyone coming.  Waiting…Waiting... Waiting…

WAAAHHHHH!  No one is coming! I’ve been abandoned!  No one 
is coming and I am scared in this dark place!

Wait.  Do I hear something? Yes!  I think I hear footsteps 
coming!  I am about to be rescued…finally!

Ahhhh.  Light… and there is Mama’s familiar face. I’m going to 
give her a huge smile to let her know how happy I am to see her 
again! What was the author’s purpose in 

writing this passage?

I’m going to have a baby sister in a few months, and I think my 
parents should name her Amelia. I think it’s the right name for 
several reasons.  First, Amelia means “to work, industrious, or 
laborious”.  I think that will inspire her to be a hard worker and 
never give up. Secondly, I know of at least two famous and 
inspiring women with the name of Amelia. Amelia Earhart was the 
first female pilot to attempt to fly solo around the world.  Even 
though she mysteriously disappeared attempting to do so, she was 
clearly a fearless and determined person.  Amelia Boynton 
Robinson was also fearless and determined.  She was a 1960s Civil 
Rights activist who championed the African American right to vote, 
and was even brutally beaten as she bravely fought for this cause.

If I were a girl, I would be honored to share a name with 
either of these famous women, wouldn’t you?  Clearly, my parents 
should name my baby sister Amelia.

What was the author’s purpose in 
writing this passage?

SQUIIIRRRTTT... Uh-oh, when you hear that familiar sound, you 
know what’s coming next…

PEEWWWW!! You recognize the oh-so-foul odor in an instant, 
and just like always, you want to gag! However, given that you are 
babysitting your little sister, you know you have no choice but to 
face the fact. You need to change her dirty diaper.

You pick up your baby sister, and her legs start kicking with joy 
as you carry her quickly to her changing table. You gently set her 
down, and then take a deep breath, trying not to inhale the awful
fumes. Here we go, you think, as you slowly open the diaper, 
knowing the greenish-brown sludge about to greet your eyes…

What was the author’s purpose in 
writing this passage?

What was the author’s purpose in 
writing this passage?

a. to persuade the reader to agree that babies
should be given unique names

b. to inform the reader about how baby-naming has
changed in recent years

c. to inform the reader about the importance of 
choosing a good name for your baby

d. to entertain the reader with facts about baby names

a. to entertain the reader with a story of how his 
baby sister got her name

b. to inform the reader of famous Amelias of the past 
century

c. to persuade the reader to agree that his parents 
should choose Amelia for his baby sister’s name

d. to persuade the reader to agree that Amelia means 
“to work, industrious, or laborious” 

a. to describe to the reader the gross characteristics 
that go with a baby sister’s dirty diaper

b. to describe to the reader how to go about changing 
a dirty diaper

c. to explain to the reader how to go about changing 
a dirty diaper

d. to entertain the reader with a story about changing 
a baby sister’s diaper

a. to persuade the reader to agree that babies should 
never sleep alone because they will wake up scared

b. to inform the reader about what goes through a 
baby’s mind when he/she wakes up from a nap

c. to explain to the reader what goes through a baby’s 
mind when he/she wakes up from a nap

d. to entertain the reader with a story about waking 
up from a baby’s perspective

Have you ever wondered what you can do to calm a crying 
baby? Dr. Harvey Carp has written a book on this very topic, and
in it, shares “The 5 S’s” to calm a crying infant. They are:
• Swaddle, or wrap the baby snugly in a blanket.
• Side, which means to position the baby so he is lying on his side.
• Shhhh, which means to repeatedly make the “shhh” sound in the 

baby’s ear.
• Swing, which means to either put the baby in a baby swing or to 

swing the baby in your arms.
• Suck, which basically means to feed your baby or give them a 

pacifier.
The next time you are faced with a crying infant, give “The 5 

S’s” a try!

a. to persuade readers to always try swaddling a 
baby first when trying to calm him or her

b. to persuade readers to keep a record of what 
works to calm their baby

c. to explain to the reader how a baby can be calmed 
by using “The 5 S’s” 

d. to explain to the reader how difficult it can be to 
calm a baby


