Directfions: Read both passages and Name:

answer the questions that follow. Date:
Its In My Genes

Sometimes fraifs are passed on
from person on fo person.

Like your eye color or your hair color,
It dll happens without much coercion.
I'm fdll like my Dad
And I have my Mom's eyes.

T can roll my fongue like my grandma
But my brother can't - surprisel
My brother's flat feet
Lock just like my Dad's,

And he has a femper like him too
That you can see when he gefs mad.

Families share alof,

More than just a kifchen fable.
Genetics are passed down foo
And you can find them if youre able.
The next fime you see a family
Check out their traits.

Do they share eye color or height?
Maybe even the same gait?
Genes are tricky
They can show up or not
But it is a fun game
To see how many you can spot!

Gregor Mendel and his peas
Gave us this information.
Now you and I can predicf
The traits that wil show up
And those that wil remain hidden.
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Directions: Read both passages and Name:
answer the questions that follow. Date:

A Peas of Genetics

Have you ever wondered why some people have brown eyes,
some have blue, and some have green? Or maybe you have noticed that your
neighbor is much faller than you are. Genetics, or the study of inherited
characteristics, can sometfimes explain these traits that you notice. You might
be surprised fo learn that the road to genetic discovery starfed with a
vegefable - the pea.

In the 1800s, a man named Gregor Mendel tended his garden in
Austria. Gregor was a monk and it was his job fo fake care of the gardens in
his monastery. When working with planfing and harvesting peas, Gregor
noficed that not dll the peas were the same. Some were tal and some short;
some were wrinkly and some smooth. The peas had different pod and
flower colors as well.

Gregor sfarted to pay more attention as he polinated the pea
plants and watched as the of fspring grew. In his observations, Gregor
found that there were fwo types of traifs: dominant and recessive. Traifs
that showed up more offen were called dominant, while The more uncommon
fraits were cdlled recessive. He starfed fo experiment with polinating plants
with dominant fraits and recessive traifs and guessing what the new
offspring plant would look lke when it starfed fo grow.

Gregor Mendel is known as the "father of modern genetics® for
his pea pollination in his monastery garden. Because of him, we can offen
guess a percenfage of ababy's eye color or a flower's bloom simply by

looking at the mom and dad. © Jennifer Fncley



. What is the purpose of sfanza | from the poem. What information does it
provide that helps you understand the topic?

2.Based on the defails in the last stanza in the poem, what can you infer
about Gregor Mendel and his connection with genetfics.
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3. Determine the main idea of paragraph 2. How does this paragraph fit in
with the resf of the passage and the overal main idea? |

H. Explore the connection befween Gregor Mendel's job and his discoveries
regarding genetics. How did his job confribute or aid his findings?
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5. Explain how the structural elements of both texts differ

6. Andlyze the following ines from the poem:

Genes are Tricky/They can show up or not
Defermine what information from the passage, *A Peas of Genetics® both
mafches and elaborates on this idea.
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Do you think you received more of your fraifs from your mother or your
father? Write an opinion piece that clearly supports your opinion. Use
sclenfific ferms learned from the passages in your persuasive essav.

©Jennifer Findley



